Performance of composite finishing and polishing instruments after sterilization.
To evaluate the performance before and after sterilization of Enhance and Min-Identoflex finishing and polishing systems on TPH and Z100 composites. Finishing and polishing instruments consisted of a light-cured resin cup impregnated with an abrasive and a silicon dioxide impregnated rubber cup. Sterilization methods included microwaving and autoclaving. Performance of the finishing and polishing instruments were affected more by the composite being finished and polished than by autoclaving or microwaving.